
Golf Croquet World Team Championship Tier 3 
(Postponed from 2020) 

 
20th to 23rd July 2022 

 
The tournament will be contested by: 
 

• Czech Republic 
• Iran 
• Mexico 
• Portugal 

 
Information about their team members is shown below. 
 

************************* 
 

CZECH REPUBLIC 
 
 

 
 
Jan KRAL (age 78) 
 
I live in Horice and am a member of the Czech Country Croquet Club. My wife and I 
started to play croquet fifteen years ago with our friends. Some of us have played 
tournaments outside the Czech Republic, while we also play regularly matches at 
home. After working in IT during the era of mainframe computers I am enjoying my 
time as a pensioner with 11 grandchildren and 3 great-grandchildren. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Anna KRALOVA (age 69) 
 
As a member of the Czech Country Croquet Club since 2007 I play croquet mainly at 
home while attending some championships outside Czechia. With my husband we built 
a small croquet field on our garden, where we meet once a week with friends for a 
sporting and social afternoon.  
I am looking forward to meeting all my friends here on a beautiful playing field. 
 
 
 

 
 
Stanislav VOREL (age 64) 
 
I started to play garden croquet at social events with my children and friends at the 
end of the last millennium. During the 2004 we founded a croquet sport club in Horice, 
and in 2008 we joined the Czech Croquet Association as Czech Country Croquet Club 
and started to play competitions in association and golf croquet. 
 
 

 
 



 

 

Leona VORLOVA (age 64) 
 
Since 2005 I am playing competition croquet in Horice. We founded a croquet sport 
club with friends, and concentrate on sporting and social events, since meet regularly 
for croquet and glasses of good wine. 
 
 

 
 
Josef (Pepa) RAKOSNIK (age 16) 
 
Hi my name is Josef Rákosník, but most people call me Pepa. I am sixteen years old and 
I come from Prague - the Czech Republic.  
I started playing croquet when I was 14, because of my two Math teachers, who also 
play. I also play badminton for Sk Prosek Praha and I am studying Media 
communication at SEUP 
 

************************* 
 

http://www.irancroquet.ir/



 
 
 
 
 

IRAN 
1. 

Abbas, he is the one who established Iran Croquet Association in 2015, made ICA a 
member of World Croquet Federation in 2019, and developed this sport with his 
brother (Abolfazl) in Iran. He registered and launched V-Royal Croquet Club, which is 
the first Croquet club in Iran. Furthermore, these two brothers have been playing 
croquet for more than 14 years. They are the first croquet coach in Iran; moreover, 
they have taught croquet to a lot of people and they have hold a lot of tournaments in 
Iran.  

 
   To me croquet is not a sport only in Iran, it is like my kid. I have invested all my energy 
and times into this sport since 2007 without having any helps and supports from anyone, 
and any organization.  
 
  My hope is to develop croquet and expand its family in Iran in order to have croquet 
become a part of Iranian daily activity. All my family have been playing croquet for a long 
time from my father who is 72 years old to my 5-year-old niece, they all love croquet.  
 
  This is the first year that ICA is going to participate in World Croquet Championship and 
I can assure that that they will attain a lot of valuable experience. I hope to see a day 
that Iranian croquetters will achieve world croquet trophy. 

  

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

2. 

  Abolfazl, helping my brother (Abbas) to develop croquet in Iran has been a beautiful 

long journey. We have been started to get people familiar with croquet for almost 6 

years. We have achieved a lot of valuable achievements such as making our own croquet 

equipment, establishing Iran Croquet association, holding national tournaments, having 

connection with Canadian Croquet counterparties, and launching two clubs in Iran.  

 

  I have been playing croquet for almost 14 years and I have had a chance to play 

in some tournaments in Tehran, Montreal, and Toronto. This would be my first 

experience playing in the world croquet championship and I will do my best to get 

a good result for my country.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

3. 

This is Atiyeh, I am 41 years old, I used to play tennis and do mountain climbing, I have 

been playing croquet for 5 years and I found this sport very interesting. I would like to 

continue this sport in an international level.  

 

 

4. 
 
Omied Hallam is a second-generation player who, along with his brother Sanaa, started 
learning Croquet in 2009. Coached by their father Brian Hallam, they soon picked the 
game up and within a month they entered their first tournament in Nottingham - playing 
each other in the final. 
  
Since then Omied has been hooked and has competed in tournaments around the 
country, winning The Treasurer's Tankard and Spencer Ell Cup. Omied's proudest 
moment was when he and his brother won the handicap double at Nottingham Annual 
Week - 25 years after his father and Auntie won it in 1985! 
  
Handicap doubles is Omied's favorite discipline of croquet as it gives him the opportunity 
to help coach and improve new players. In the past 10 years, he has won over twenty 
doubles competitions and, with two wins under their belt, Omied and his partner 13-
year-old Elizabeth are planning to win a few more. 
  



 

 
 

The next generation of Hallam’s are already in the making as his niece Talitha 9 and his 
Nephew Elliott 7 are part of the croquet junior program. In keeping with the family 
tradition, Omied is of course planning to coach them to win the Nottingham Annual 
Week doubles in 2035. 
  
Omied is half Iranian and is very proud of his heritage. He has been working towards 
being the first-ever Iranian entry to the AC Worlds and being part of the first Team Iran 
to enter the AC and GC Team event. 
  
Away from croquet, Omied has worked within the community sector, supporting 
vulnerable people for the last 26 years and is currently working as an Organisational 
Manager at a local Homeless Charity, Framework. 
 
 
 

 
 
  

************************* 
 



 

 
 

MEXICO 
 

                   2022 National Squad                                                           
 

 

  Brian Lozano — Croquet México Athletic Director. Top 20 North 
American GC player, and current #1 in Mexico. A dedicated croquet professional, Brian leads 
the croquet programs for Cullasaja Club in North Carolina in the summer, and Mission Hills 
Country Club in the winter. After only 5 tournaments, beginning in 2017, Brian has managed 
to compete against some of the best players in the world. He will be representing Mexico in 
the 2022 GC World Championship. A 7-time martial arts World Champion from Tijuana, 
México, Brian brings over two decades of high-level competition experience to his croquet 
career. 
 
 

 Rick Zazueta - Founder and President of the Croquet 
México Club, currently serving as Deputy of the Croquet México National Squad. Member of 
the United States Croquet Association and a certified golf croquet club referee. Rick sits on 
the World Croquet Federation Development Committee and is an active member of the 
Pasadena Croquet Club in Los Angeles. He runs croquet programs and experiences at his home 
clubs and across North and Latin America where he has taught hundreds of people how to 



 

 
 

play Golf Croquet. He is a successful author, passionate vintner, and dedicated family man. 
He resides in Valle de Guadalupe, Baja California, México. 
 
 

  Roberto Rivera - Croquet México National Squad. He started 
playing croquet with his friends in the park and has since won the Croquet México Open 
doubles on two occasions (2018, 2019). He was also runner up in singles in EL CERRADO. An 
authentic lover of the game and an active competitor. He resides in Guadalajara, Jalisco, 
México    
 

 Víctor Abitia , is an avid competitor who has excelled in various 
disciplines such as cross country motorcycle racing in different categories as well as archery 
and olympic clay shooting. He has been competing on an amateur level as a skilful 
enthusiast of golf croquet for over 3 years. And is an integral part of Croquet Mexico 

                   2022 National Squad                  

************************* 
PORTUGAL 
 



 

 
 

 
 
Name: Dušan Turcer 
Year of Birth or Age: 13th July 1983 
Job/Profession: Project Manager in IT 
Main club: Algarve Croquet Club - Portugal 
 
Studied marketing/management, currently working in IT business. Previously played football 
and chess professionally. Started to play croquet in November 2017. 
The following year managed to win Portugal Championship. Currently practising regularly 
and working on improving all the necessary skills including AC. When not playing croquet, I 
like hiking, billiard, tennis, reading books or travelling. 
 

 
Marlis Weissenborn 
(born 06.09.50) 
 
 
I have worked in development aid for many years and was responsible for the planning and 
implementation of projects in various sectors. My favorite projects were in the field of 
vocational training in Brazil and urban development in poor areas in Cairo. 
I discovered croquet in the Algarve by chance when I was looking for a venue for a theatre 
play and have now been playing with great enthusiasm for 6 years. 
I’m also involved in a garden group and organize performances of a multicultural amateur 
theatre group. 
 



 

 
 

 
 
Stephen Birrane 
(born 15.11.60) 
 
I am a retired engineer from Manchester and started playing Croquet in the Algarve in 2020. 
Croquet is an ideal sport for outdoor activity encompassing competition socialising and 
meeting new people. Other interests include Tai Chi and Keep Fit. 
 

 
 
Judy Donaldson 
(Born 22.03.54) 
 
Originally from Hastings, East Sussex and moved to Portugal over 30 years ago. 
Have run an international transport company, a mini zoo and more recently a guest 
house. Now retired giving time to join the local croquet club. 
 
 

************************* 
 


